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Love is nothing if its influence is not heavy enough to change a harsh, hurtful tone
to a heavenly, hopeful one.

Love is nothing if it can solve the mysteries of the universe, but cannot discover a
way to salvage the unlovely in others.

Love is not love if it gives away all it has and looks for anything in return.
Love is not love if it’s not patient with all people and all circumstances.

Love is not love if it envies the love others receive.
Love is not love if it does not go out of its way to be kind.

Love is not love if it entertains one prideful thought.
Love is not love if it cannot be dignified and sensitive to the needs of others.

Love is not love if it looks for its comfort in people or in possessions.
Love is not love if it becomes easily angry.

Love is not love if it remembers the sins of others.
Love is not love if it is content with unfairness.
Love is not love if cannot bear with discomfort.

Love is not love if it loses faith.
Love is not love if it loses hope.

Love is not love if it can’t endure hardship with heavenly help.
Love is not love if it fails.

Love is not love if it does not last longer than inspiring words.
Love is not love if cannot outlast its knowledge.

Praise the Lord: we know in part and therefore our words are only partially true.
Praise the Lord: The Perfect Person will come and all partiality will be gone.

As a child, I couldn’t speak God’s word intelligently.
As a child, I could not process God’s word intelligently.

As a child, I couldn’t understand God’s word fully.
Now, as an adult, I can read God’s word enough to put away that childish speech,

thought and behavior.
Still now we can only see a dim picture of what we and our world can come to be.

When the Perfect Person comes, we will see His image in us.
We will know ourselves as Christ knows us.

God’s faith, hope, and love will abide forever.
And the greatest of these is His Love.

Praise the Lord!!
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The Legacy of American History and the Seeds of Freedom in Christ by T. Tracy

Every day Christians in education feel limited in what we
can say to our students regarding our faith. But some-
times studying historical figures can help us. Martin Lu-
ther King was influenced by his namesake Martin Lu-
ther, who wrote: to go against one’s conscience is nei-
ther safe nor right. The danger of evil is all around us
and its impact is especially obvious in the school where
I teach. Students who have been abused or neglected
by parents in jail or in jeopardy to the influence of legal
and illegal substances are students who don’t know
what’s right. The danger is that that ignorance will be
passed on to their children and future generations.
The relationship Martin Luther King had with Christ
gave him the principles of non-violent resistance. Christ
did not fight back against those who would injure him or
eventually kill Him. The night before the bus boycott,
that would begin the civil rights movement, Martin felt
helpless so he prayed. In the morning, there were al-
most no passengers on the buses at all!! The injustice
of the segregation of the buses was on its way out. Mar-
tin’s conscience had bothered him for decades just be-
cause he had cooperated with that injustice by “going
with the flow” on the buses. The point was not to put
the bus company out of business, but “to put justice in
business”. When we pray, we never know how big the
answer will be. Martin couldn’t have known the justice
and freedom that would result.

When Martin peacefully protested Jim Crow laws, he
was arrested. He spent time in jail in Birmingham. While
there he felt he wasn’t alone because God was with
him. The letter he wrote from that jail is a challenge to
Christians everywhere. Martin wrote all of this in his
autobiography (compiled after his death from his writ-
ings).
The Annals of America contain other historical testimo-
nies (first source material) of men whose faith was
grounded in Christ and the Bible. Governor Bradford
praised God at the first Thanksgiving. Columbus would
not allow his men to cheat native populations by swap-
ping beads for gold. He cited faith in Christ, as his rea-
son.
In years past, one of my students asked: “Can I pray,
too?” What a question!
“Well, if you believe the Bible like Martin did, you can
pray.”

“I believe the Bible.” he said.
I was able to share the plan of salvation with him and
how he could begin a relationship with God. I don’t
know the outcome. (He was one of our “hardest
cases”.) But the seeds were planted and who knows
how big the harvest could be!

The Big Person in the Small Group by T. Tracy

The biggest reason to be involved in a small group is
because of the BIG PERSON in the small group. The
One, Who is so big the universe cannot contain Him,
and yet so sensitive as to be aware of a sparrow in
need. Can we walk by and say we don’t need the 1000
pages of His message on a daily basis? Can we walk by
and say we don’t need to be impacted by it weekly?
I have been involved in our small group for close to 20
years. There are group members, who have said things
that continue to impact my life daily. One member, who
lost her husband, has said repeatedly, “I’ll be OK if I
keep my eyes on the Lord.” I can’t forget that.

Sometimes we lose members for a variety of reasons.

This can be pretty discouraging. But as our group al-
ways reminds: “I’ll be alright if I keep my eyes upon the
Lord.” How much we need each other! How can we pass
up the chance to see our God in bigger ways because of
a small group? The small group can influence us to
keep looking unto Jesus the Author and Finisher of our
Faith (Hebrews 12: 2). The group itself and its compo-
nent members are secondary to God and His desire for
us to grow as Christians. The most important impact a
small group can have is to magnify the Lord and the
impact of His Word in our everyday lives.
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