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Valentine, Shakespeare and Christ” by Terry Tracy

Having just recently come
through February, | always like
to remember an article about
St. Valentine, | read probably 30
years ago now. Valentine was
imprisoned for his faith and
missed his wife tremendously.
He asked a friend visiting him to
pick some violets for her. He
enclosed the violets in a letter,
composed with many tears. The
violets with their heart-shaped
petals became embossed with
the tears on the parchment of
the love letter, thus creating the
first Valentine.

The Taming of the Shrew is both
a silly, love story and an almost
amazing contrast in grace. The
play begins with a rather cruel
trick played on a beggar. The
beggar wakes from uncon-
sciousness brought on by some
trauma to find himself treated
as a member of the elite,
waited on and flattered by peo-
ple around him. His protests
that he is not elite but a beggar
fall on deaf ears. He is finally
convinced and plays the part to
the muffled laughter of those
around him. All this is not real
funny, at least to this writer. But
it does clearly contrast with the
way Christ has treated us. We
are the beggars with our filthy-
rag righteousness. But Christ
accepts us as His Bride, making
us more than elite and this is
not to degrade us or make sport
of us. It's a serious accomplish-
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ment that saves us from our
poverty and lavishes upon us
His riches and righteousness.

When the real story begins,
Bianca is beautiful and kind,
but her older sister, Katherina,
the shrew, is cold and cruel (not
unlike the recent hurricane).
Katherina is older so she must
be married first-- much to the
dismay of the many suitors of
the Bianca. Katherina treats
those suitors in a most sarcas-
tic and derogatory way. They
feel that life with Katherina
would be a diabolical experi-
ence. Hortensio decries, “From
all such devils deliver us”. An-
other, Gremio, agrees, “And me
too, Lord.... | say a devil....Do
you think, that though her fa-
ther be a very rich, any man is
so a fool that to be married to
hell?” (Think about our world
and the horrendous, willful in-
justice of mankind, what god
would invest his time in fixing
it?) Transio, a servant of a
suitor, adds: “Didn’t you notice
(how Katherina) began to scold
and raise such a din?” Finally
their opinion of Katherina is
that she is “shrewd and cursed”
and frankly and verily “The
worst.”

Now enter the hero: Petruchio:
“What happy gale blows you to
Padua here from old Ve-
rona?” (What happy gale, in-
deed, blew Christ to us?)
Petruchio explains: Happily to
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wive and thereby to thrive as
best | may.” God was not con-
tent to be a benevolent dictator.
He wanted to allow freedom
from His will in some small,
comprehensive corner. Wel-
come to planet earth, home of
billions of “shrews”. Petruchio
wants to marry Katherina, in
spite of her faults. “l know that
she is an irksome brawling
scold, but if that be all, | see no
harm.” (But God commends His
love for us in that will we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom 5: 8) Far from being put off
and shocked by our sinfulness,
instead He created our redemp-
tion through his blood and the
forgiveness of sins. ( Eph. 5:7)

It is quite amazing that the mes-
sage of the gospel relates to so
many times in our history and
continues to touch us and influ-
ence our future. When Shake-
speare wrate this play his intent
was to perhaps only write an
entertaining comedy. Even so,
the message is a proclamation
of the relationship of Christ and
the church. Ephesians perhaps
more than any other book in the
Bible describes what the church
is and what she owes to her
Savior.

The Taming of the Shrew adds
an exclamation mark to that.
(More of Shakespeare and
Christ in an upcoming issue.)
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Elder Dick D’Amato by Helen D’Amato

| had just received a call from someone
at our church, requesting that | write an
article about my husband, Dick D’Amato,
to be printed in the “Lamplighter” since |
know him best and could perhaps con-
vey to everyone what he is all about.

After this call, | returned to our living
room, sat down, and looked over to
where Dick was reading one of his many
books. The thought of describing and .
compressing into, perhaps, a couple of
paragraphs my knowledge of Dick, dur-
ing 56 years of marriage, seemed daunt-
ing to me.

But, on the other hand, | can begin by
telling you that Dick enjoys reading all
kinds of books: Histories, biographies,
and necessary technical material, and he
even enjoys a good Zane Grey or Louie
Lamour western for relaxation. There is an
inside joke in our family that if Dick disap-
pears while we our shopping (which he does-
n’t enjoy), we will always be able to find him
in the nearest bookstore. Having listed some
of Dick’s preferences in reading materials, |
can state unequivocally that the most impor-
tant book he reads is “the Book”, as our
Pastor calls the Bible. From what I'm able to
observe, the Bible is Dick’s manual for living
and for dealing with family, friends, people
problems, and even problems that come up
regarding his occupation as an engineer.

Regarding Dick’s work, there have been
instances where stress has occurred and
most likely will continue to happen as any-
one’s experiences in the course of their ca-
reer or for that matter wherever we find our-
selves living and working. He designs rado-
mes, antennas, modeling of various flight
vehicles, wind mills, as well as doing struc-
tural analysis of items ranging from tiny
space components to large vacuum tanks.
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| realize this list of projects sounds like an
engineer’s resume, but it is not. | simply
wish to make the point that working on
such projects can, at times, literally try
one’s soul, realizing the potential of the
impact of failures in any of these products
that he works on. And, | have not even
mentioned the possibility of human failure;
the inability of people to work harmoniously
together on a project. Dick would tell you
that during these times solving engineering
problems, he seeks to do his work as heart-
ily as unto the Lord, and not as unto men.
He would admit that he does not always
succeed, but that is his desire.

Circumstances came about at the last com-
pany where Dick worked and was an officer
for several years which led him to resign.

In a way, this was a good thing because he
had always desired to be self-employed
which he has been happily doing for the
last 30 years. Without going into great de-
tail about this event, | will simply state that
| was totally devastated when Dick re-
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signed from this company. Most women,
having the nesting instinct, could feel

3 very insecure when the breadwinner of
the family comes home one day and
says, “I'm home”, and really means it! |
admit my faith at that time was not even
the size of a mustard seed. | could only
see disaster for our family. |, of course,
was only looking at our situation from a
purely materialistic viewpoint, not allow-
ing God into the equation at all. Once

k2 more, the calmness and spiritual matur-
J ity of Dick prevailed. | am so thankful for
his innate evenness of spirit and good
sense, and because of these good quali-
ties, he was able to bring calm and even
a sense of well being to our home again.
Dick did not simply sit across from me
and just blithely quote scriptures such as
Phil. 4:12-13: | have learned the secret of
being content in any and every situation,
whether well fed or hungry, whether living in
plenty or want. | can do everything in Him
who gives me strength. He actually lives this
scripture just to mention one. | and others in
our family, who know him well, can witness
this testimony and hopefully can learn by his
example to have this faith in the Lord that
he displays on a daily basis. Dick is busy,
probably too busy at times for a man of 77
years old, but he would not have it any other
way. He always reminds me that, in all the
years that he has been studying the Bible,
he has never found the word “retirement”
mentioned once. He does believe in the
admonition to study to show yourself ap-
proved but not simply for head knowledge
but for heart knowledge. As | said at the
beginning of this article, it is difficult to con-
vey in few paragraphs the whole persona of
a person who has had such a full life. | hope
this feeble attempt will give many of you a
more in depth understanding of who this
person, Dick D’Amato, is.

Two Crosses by Gretchen McKee

The cross of Jesus Christ may be seen in
one of two ways. There is the blood soaked,
splintered cross of rough-hewn wood ... and
there is the cross of gleaming gold, beauti-
fully sanitized and elegant.

The cross of Christ is most deserving of
golden beauty, and reverence, but only as it
represents God’s Truth ... the truth of our
hopelessness and sin and the agony of
Christ’s sacrifice that brings redemption. He
alone is our righteousness. Unless we view

the cross in the blood-soaked reality of our
savior’s death for us, the resplendent
golden cross of beauty and dignity is shal-
low. The golden cross, whether atop a
church or cathedral, or worn around our
neck, has no meaning if it represents our
assumed self-righteousness. If its reason
for being is to smile upon our well-dressed
goodness, our decency, spirituality and
good works, it is meaningless. One or the
other of these two crosses has meaning in

our hearts. Before
which do we worship?
May we in repen-
tance, gratitude and
love humbly bow
before the Savior’s
‘old rugged cross’,
giving Him the wor-
ship of lives lived in
obedience to His
Name.




